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Nothlng New on Netflix?

If you missed our Virtual Lecture with the Hermosa Beach Historical Society and
Museum in February, and you have an hour to spare, we hope you’ll enjoy this
presentation on the History of Hermosa Beach’s Sister City Loreto!

Join me, HBSCA President Liz Ramirez, and co-hosts Patricia Woolley Belasco,
George Barks, and John Horger for this informative and friendly chat of our
beloved sister city! Click here for the link.

There are many other informative Virtual Lectures in the series. Find them at
Hermosa Beach Historical Society and Museum link here.

What’s a Quinceanera? - Why have one at Casa Hogar Loreto?

According to Brittanica.com, Quinceafiera, (Spanish: “15 years [feminine
form]”) also called quinceafios or quince afos or simply quince, the
celebration of a girl’s 15th birthday, marking her passage from girlhood to
womanhood; the term is also used for the celebrant herself. The
quinceanera is both a religious and a social event that emphasizes the
importance of family and society in the life of a young woman. It is
- celebrated in Mexico, Latin America, and the Caribbean, as well as in
Latmo communltles in the Unlted States and elsewhere. You can read more here.

One of the girls at Casa Hogar la Esperanza, the Group Foster Care home in Loreto that HBSCA supports, is
turning 15 this April. She has been in the foster care system for many years, and the staff at Casa Hogar
really want to have this important celebration for her. HBSCA wants to help, too. Our Secretary, Brenda
Garland, has generously offered to organize donors who wish to contribute. Orlando’s Restaurant in Loreto
has found donors to pay for catering a special meal for the children and staff of Casa Hogar. (Hamburgers
and french fries have been requested!) Brenda has found a donor to provide a special birthday cake. And
now we are hoping for donors to cover the cost of the dress (5170usd) and the mass service. Please
contact Brenda Garland at bgarland@ucla.edu if you would like to donate and make arrangements for
her to collect your donation.

Moving to Loreto - Ventura Sister City Founding Member Caryl Cantrell
My gaze wandered out the window as | sat in a “State of the City”
luncheon where community members could learn about the upcoming
highlights for the City of Ventura. | came back into focus when Mayor
Cheryl Heitmann spoke of a new Sister City relationship developing with a
city in Baja. How could | know that this would change my life! | joined up
with the Committee and even became Chair which brought upon visits to
this beautiful, peaceful and natural wonder called Loreto. The people of
Loreto are so welcoming and everyone | met just made me feel at home. |
even became an Advisory Board member of a local non-profit in Loreto, Eco-Alianza, whose own Mission
Statement is to “protect and conserve our natural and cultural environment by empowering civil society
and government to jointly create healthy and prosperous communities”. Who wouldn’t believe in this in
addition to our own Sister City visions?

Many relationships | value grew from these trips and set my course almost six years later to making a run
for the Border with all my worldly possessions! | sold my furniture and packed my belongings in plastic
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tubs and boxes. Upon arrival, in Loreto, pallets of my items resembled the Grinch’s sleigh, balanced, yet
topsy-turvy but solidly tied down in a small dusty truck! Who knew that my local carrier, Jesus, would be a
nice, hardworking man who now waves to me when | see him driving on the streets of Loreto!

| knew things were going to be different when | got to Loreto. Each new day is an adventure in itself as
you walk out the door! | only know that | am in Baja when | hear voices in Spanish or hear the recorded
message from the man selling tamales from his motorized vehicle going up and down the streets! | love
each new challenge of completing daily tasks such as buying water, a lightbulb, purchasing gasoline or
paying your water billl Don’t bother sending me a Christmas card this year due to the unique mail service
but the good news is that everyday is trash day! If you aren’t the least bit flexible in your daily routines,
you may find living in Loreto challenging. For example, if you like a clean car, you can just forget about it,
but a lot of car washes exist in town! Also, no one obeys any of the stop signs, not even a rolling stop!
There is only one traffic light and when it’s green | still am not sure it's my turn to go! If you are not a
dog-lover, you may have to take the long way home as some of these Baja dogs seem to rule certain
intersections and bark when you get near their territory! It doesn’t hurt to carry Milk Bones in your purse!
“Bonita” is slowly warming up to me! In a nutshell, things are the same yet different here and you will
need to slow down and take it all in and let things happen as they may.

| have been here just over one month with no regrets and | haven’t even scratched the surface of the
experiences that are before me. Some have said how brave one must be to move South of the Border but
there are many wonderful people on the other side that make it an easy transition. | look forward to
meeting my friends from Hermosa Beach Sister City Association and collaborating on projects in the
future!

Three New HBSCA Corporate Members from LORETO!
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LAS CABANAS DE LORETO
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Jill and Rick Jackson are the proud owners of Las Cabanas de Loreto, lovely accommodations in the
privacy of their own property right off the Malecon in Loreto. “The cabana studios are behind the main
house and face an inner courtyard. The studios have air conditioning, wi-fi access, kitchenettes equipped
with microwaves, coffee makers and small refrigerators. The property has a pool, hot tub, guest laundry,
outdoor sink area, BBQ and hammocks! A perfect location for enjoying all Loreto has to offer!

Jill also owns Mision Loreto Properties, a successful real estate business in Loreto. She will happily help
you find your own piece of paradise in Loreto! She helped me do it!

Speaking of which, our third Loreto Corporate Member is Casa Mangos Loreto. Many of you know that this
is my new home and business in Loreto!

Next month | will highlight the local Beach Cities Corporate Members of HBSCA! Stay tuned!

THANK YOU to our 2021 HBSCA Membership Drive Chairwomen Claudia

Lindwall and Moira Nelson!

Thank you to all who joined and re-joined our membership roster! Your donations make our
work possible! If you haven’t joined yet: Checks can be made payable to HBSCA and sent to
PO Box 1025, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. Or you can pay online via credit card at
https://givebox.com/517647
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And Finally:

Our next General Membership Meeting is on Monday, APRIL 5, 2021 at 6:30pm. Here is the

ZOOM link:
https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/84072032779?pwd=WmI3YXFLaFBSSDh1QnQ5aTFsRkdzQT09

In a previous newsletter, | shared a little about the history of the Flying Sportsman Lodge.
The property is for sale! Click here for the listing.

Use this link to follow COVID in Loreto. https://coronavirus.bcs.gob.mx/casos-covid-19/
If you scroll down, you can actually click on Loreto and see the breakdowns for each
neighborhood in town as well as other areas of the municipality of Loreto

Do you need your knives sharpened? Visit Maximus' Knife Sharpening

Please visit our Website and join us on FaceBook!!

May your troubles be less,
And your blessing be more.
And nothing but happiness,
Come through your door.

Irish Blessing
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